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Chalmers "30" Helps Fire Laddies 

Recently a conflagration broke out in Dallas City, Ills. For some reason the fire engine was not properly 
manned. For a time it looked as if the fire would run its course unfought. Then J . W . Murphy volun­
teered the services of his Chalmers "30". The car pu lled the engine to the fire and back. The picture 
was made just after the sturdy Chalmers had completed its emergency task. T h e fire engine weigh ed 
2370 pounds: the car, 4040 pounds. with load, making a total of 6410 pounds pu lled by the Chalmers "30" 
motor. 

Chalmers "30" Sees Long Service 

Mr. H. A. Elliott, Presi­
dent of the State Insurance 
Company of Des Moines, Ia., 
has driven his Chalmers "30" 
r 3,400 miles at an average 
for repair expense of a frac­
tion more than one cent per 
mile. 

Mr. Elliott purchased his 
"30" Touring car a year ago . 
He recently completed a 
2000 mile trip without a stop 
for adjustments of any kinJ 
except tire trouble. Upon hi> 
return to Des Moines he ex­
hibited the repair bills which 
he has accumulated since se-

curing his car. These totaled $13.75 for a mileage of 13 ,400. Mr. Elliott reports 
that his car is in perfect shape. 

"Mr. Elliott has had from his car remarkable, but only the usual 'Chalmers service' 
as we have found it among all our owners," writes Wm. A . Ryan , President of the Ryan 
Motors Company, from whom Mr. Elliott purchased his car. 

The greater part of lVIr. Elliott's mileage has been ru n up on tours over country 
roads. His recent 2000 mile trip , during which the accompanying photograph was made, 
is no unusual trial or C:!r. 
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ful 
The Automobile, in two recent issues, published 

a series of "Don'ts" for motorists . The greater 
number of these are so apt as to be worth pre­
serving; and so we reprint them for the readers 
of the Chalmers Owner. 

Don't become superstitious when your motor 
fails to work. The patent medicine man takes 
advantage of just this fault in man. It is easv 
to imagine that one is ailing from every diseas'e 
under the sun after reading a patent medicine 
advertisement-it may only be a hankering for 
a dish of ice cream. 

Don't purchase an automobile without consid­
ering what it is to be used for; a banker would 
·scarcely want to be taken to his place of busines• 
in the morning on a five-ton truck. The trouble 
that some autoists have is due to having selected 
the character of automobile that fails to accord 
with their needs. 

Don't part with your money until you find 
what you want-just the right kind of a car is 
available somewhere-get it. 

Don't forget, solid gold hunting cases do not 
always house good watches. While it is wise 
to let your wife select the body, it will be a 
good stroke on your part to examine the work,. 

Don't purchase real estate 
without having the property and 
title examined. Why go at it 
blindly when you put an equal 
amount of money in an automo­
bile? 

Don't purchase a pocketbook 
with you r last cent. If you can­
not afford a road locomotive, and 
the cost of maintaining it, buy 
the kind of automobile that will 
t ake you where you want to go 
e\•ery time you have to make the 
journey, at a cost well w ithin 
your income-just such automo­
biles are to be had. 

D on't imagine you were skin­
ned if you find that the car you 
selected is not what you wanted 
-the salesman is not a fortune­
teller. 

Don't expect the salesman to 
drive you away from his door; 
he is there to sell you his make 
of car; not the make of his com­
peti to rs. 

• 
Ill f1 

thrown up by the car ahead-fall back. 
Don't forget to "sniff" if a salesman paints a 

cabbage to look like a rose. If he deceives the 
eyes, rely upon the nose. 

Don't drug your good judgment by a "p le­
thora" of extras on a car; what you need is a 
good automobile; make sure that you have the 
foundation even if you have to do without the 
extras. Lamps are used to ill uminate the space 
ahead, not to provide the means for going ahead; 
the lamps will be .of no use if the car is faulty. 

Don't make the mistake of stopping at a saloon 
for gasoline; the kind they keep in such places 
would burn the lining out of the tank. 

Don't keep a chauffeur twenty minutes after 
you find that you can dance a jig upon his 
breath . A befogged brain makes a bad steering 
wheel. 

Don 't try to overcome the ills of poor springs 
by running on rartially deflated tires. Slow 
down to the speed where the springs will do the 
work. The tires wi ll give out too soon if they 
are not kept inflated. 

Don't race with other autoists on the road; 
You become a cr im inal hv suhiecting your auto-

Don't expect a runabout t'> go 
as fast as a touring car. It is 
rrejudicial to the life of the 
runabout to force it to trail a 
touring car. Be content to drive 
leisurely. The scenery along the 
Toadside is superior to the dust 

Mr. E. F. Davison, preside nt of the First Nat ional Bank, Peabody, Kas., 
a nd family in his C halmers "30." .. A sweet running car," writes Mr. 
Davison. 
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mobile to criminal abuse even if you do not maim 
or kill a citizen. 

Don't contest the right-of-way with a locomo­
tive; when you come to a ra ilroad crossing stop 
( if necessary), look, and listen. 

Don't use your muffler cut-out as a means of 
telling the public that you own an automobile. 
A better w ay is to stand on the corner and po­
litely inform the passers-by of the fact; be su re 
clearly to state the make, model, horse-power, 
from whom it was purchased, and the cost. 

Don' t look with disdain upon the fellow who 
elects to walk; he may be just as · able to buy 
tires as you are. 

Don't let "Financial Ap aches" get away with 
the story that you mortgaged your home to pur­
-chase an automobile. 

Don't be sarcastic. If you are ab le to afford 
a more pretentious looking car than your casual 
.acquaintance, what of it ? No man ever stole to 
be poor. 

Don't argue with a policeman; if you take 
'Umbrage at his nationality, remember that he 
was not consulted; remember also that it is the 
law he represents-his duty is to call your atten­
tion to the defect which resides in your interpre­
tation of the same. 

Don't imagi ne that the Legislature made a 
mistake in printing the Law, making it read 30 
miles per hour instead of 45 miles per hour­
th• printed figu res are probably right. 

Don't mope along the road until you come to 
a corner and then press the accelerator; it may 
b e exciting to go fast on a curve, but the nights 
are long in a hospital ward. 

Don't put a 20-horsepower horn on a 10-horse­
;power automobile and deceive yourself into be­
lieving th at you are doing a mile a minutP.; 
remember the public; it, too, has ears and a 
-sense of the fitness of things, even if you have 
not. 

Don't fill your gasoline tank at night with the 
lamps lighted; were it not for the fact that gaso­
line is quick burning and energetic, the auto­
mobile would not run. The piston in the cylin­
der of the motor is guicker than you; it manages 
to get away; you' may not succeed. 

Don't spill as much gasoline 'on the ground as 
you put in the tank; it is not only extravagant, 
but it is dangerous. 

Don't think you can make an automobile go 
without gasoline; when the motor stops, look in 
the tank. · 

Don't reach the conclusion that a full tank is 
absolute assurance that the gasoline gets to the 
vitals of the motor; there may be a wad of 
waste in the piping system-as Maude Adams 
said, "It 'as been 'erd uv." 

Don 't reach the conclusion that every cell of 
the battery is in good order just because you find 
<me cell to be so; test each cell; eliminate the 
"dead" one and be happy. 
·,·Qon't neg lect the auxiliary ignition system for 

months · just because the magneto is a willing 

worker; even a giant is likely to catch the 
"grippe." 

Don't press down on the starting crank; a 
friend of ours is now sporting a broken arm 
from this cause ; 56 per cent of all accidents are 
due to this practice. Pull up (smartly ) on the 
starting crank; let the fl ywheel do the rest. 

Don't run the motor on a retarded spark; it is 
damaging to the motor; excess heat is the first 
manifestation; leaky valves follow; weak per­
formance is the furth er expectation. 

Don't let calcium ca rbide ash remain in the 
generator after it has r endered a good ni ght's 
service; the residuum (ash ) is a biting mass 
that will ruin the generator and compel the pur­
chase of a new one; it takes but a moment to 
clean out th e generator. 

Don't expect a raw patch to stay on a tube; it 
is like a scab; it will fester and peel off. 

Don't think that it is an extravagance to pur­
chase a vulcanizer. 

Don't have a vulcanizer and not use it; tire­
life depend s upon care; the latter without a 
vulcanizer is impossible. 

Don't have lubricating oil in such quantity 
that you can afford to let it drip on the garage 
floor; it ruins tires. If, through some inadver­
tence, oil gets on the floor, clean it up before the 
car is rolled in; one daub of lubricating oil on 
a tire and it will depreciate perhaps 50 per cent. 

Don't fail to place an adequate supply cf 
lubricant in the case with the inner tube in put­
ting a tire on. What is lubricant for tubes? 
Talcum. 

Don't be careless when putting tires on; the 
inner tube should be carefully inserted; laps are 
sure to do damage; just take the extra moment 
to examine the inner tube and see if it is prop­
erly in place. 

Don't stand in your own light; cheap lubri­
cating oil is the most efficacious means to a high 
cost of maintenance. 

Don't labor under the impression that quantity 
will suffice for quality when it comes to lubri­
cating oi l; make it qua'lity first, last, and all the 
time. 

Don't get the impression that a gallon of good 
lubricating oil in the "sump" in the lower half 
of the crankcase will be of any value in keeping 
a main be aring from freezing; better results will 
come from a drop of oil on the bearing surface 
-look after the circulation. 

Don't be fooled by the chauffeur who keeps the 
brass work polished; you can get that work 
done for a nickel by a bootblack; see that the 
"man" cleans out the gearcase, crankcase, and 
other lod g ing houses for stale lubricant. 

Don't handle a squirt-can as if you are tryin" 
to put out a fire; clean out the oil-hole and the~ 
properly insert the spout of the can in place 
and make sure that a few drops of the lubricant 
w ill reach the surfaces to be lubricated. 

Don't forget that lubricating oil wears out just 
as shoes and other things depreciate in service. 



thirty-six The Chalmers Qwner 

Clean out the old oil before putting in new­
what's the use of spoiling the new supp ly and 
clefeating the aim. 

Don't forget to take the jack along. 

Don't high-gear it to a mud hole in the road; 
you cannot be sure of the depth of the hole; g:i 
slow; use the low gear; that is what it is for. 

Don't race down every hill you come to just 
to get up the impetus necessary to make the 
facing grade on high gear; what is the matter 
with us ing a lower gear on the hill? 

Don't forget that trouble hates a systematic 
man. 

Don't persuade a lazy chauffeur to use the seat 
in your car as a bed to sleep in. 

Don't expect to procure all the Cardinal Vir­
tues for $15 per week; a good chauffeur is wo:·th 
a price. 

Don 't forget, it is not what a man knows, but 
what he does, that is worth money. Get a 
chauffeur that knows less if necessary. 

Don't lose hub-caps off a wheel and then run 
the car for a thousand miles without them; caps 
are p laced to keep dust out of the bearings. 

Don't ignore a squeaking sound for a moment; 
it means that some bearing is crying for lubri­
cating oi l; it knows what it wants; be accom­
modating. 

Don't let your "profound" knowledge interfere 
with your success; an absent-minded moment 
may cost you a crank-shaft; there is danger in 
racing the motor. 

Don't run your car week after week without 
cleaning out the gasoline tank and piping, even 
down to the carburetor; water accumulates and 
leads to trouble on the road . 

Don't allow yourself to be persuaded that a 
screen or a chamois skin will abort water trou­
ble; they may be the cause of it. 

Don't imagine that the carburetion is perfect 
just because there is no frost on the intake mani­
fold; poor gasoline may be in use. If so, it will 
not evaporate until it contacts with the heated 
cylinder walls, and in this fact may lie the 
reason for the absence of frost on the surfaces 
of the intake manifold, and carbon trouble with 
the motor. 

Don't understand that it is desir able to have 
a frost accumulation on the surface of the intake 
manifold ; far from it, but heat must be supplied 
to the liquid gasoline in order to vaporize it; 
this heat should be supplied to the same before it 
enters the cylinders. 

Don't jump to the conclusion that the chauffeur 
is incompetent just because you have indigestion 
-his stomach may be in good working order. 

Don't give the repairman carte bla11clie if you 
only want him to generate a $10 rep air bill. 

Don't assume too much; the repairman is 
working for number one; to him, you are number 
two. 

Don't go to a repair shop without having a 
schedule made of the work to be done; make it 
clear that you know what you want; stick to the 
schedule; insist upon getting what you pay for 
and pay for what you get. 

Don't think that all repairmen are robbers: 
some of them are so honest that they scarcel.v 
make both ends meet; it is too bad to have a 
good repairman go out of business because h e 
does not know how to charge; if you are in the 
sugar business and se ll 15 ounces to the pound, 
you can afford to treat him liberally, but if you 
give full measure you will understand his motive: 

Don't be surprised if the spare tire that you 
left exposed to sun and weather for six months 
proves to be short-lived; tires depreciate when 
exposed to li ght as well as to weather; why not 
purchase a cover and use it? 

Don't start rubbing down the varnished sur­
faces of the car before the s and is all removed; 
grindstones are made of sand; you might just a:.; 
well use a g rindstone. 

Chalmers Representative is 
Legislative Candidate 

Z. T. DUNGAN. 

Mr. Dungan is the representative of th e 
Chalmers Motor Company in Huntington, Ind. 
He is a candidate for state representative from 
his county, and is making his campaign in a 
Chalmers " 30" Touring Car. 

\.. _ 
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Tests Elgin Course in Chalmers "Forty" 

When the motor course, Elgin, Ill .. was finally made ready for the August race meet, about thirty 
m e mbers of the Chicago Motor Club went out to inspect the speedway. Charles E. Gregory, 

of the Chalmers Motor Company of Illinois. tested the grading on the curves and 
turns with a Chalmers .. Forty." This picture was taken by a rep-

resentative of .. Motor Age" as Mr. Gregory's "Forty" came 
speeding down one of the straight stretches. 

Rattan Delivery Body for a Chalmers "30" 

B.,rnard H . May , of May's Rattan Works, Chicago, Ill., has built what is probably the most novel a utomo­
bile delive ry in Chicago. The May Company is a manufacturer of rattan goods of all kinds- chairs, baby 
buggies, go-carts and so forth. Some time ago the May Company boui:tht a Chalmers "30" Touring- car, using 
it both for passenger and commercial purposes. Then Mr. May decided to build a rattan delivery body for the 
Chalmers chassis. On week days the car may be seen running about the streets of Chicago on its regular duties 
as delivery wagon: evenings and Sundays it is used by members of Mr. May's family with the rattan body 
removed and equipped with the regular touring car body. 
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rflmust: Bouqqeti}I 
"It may be of interest to you to learn 

that my car has done all that is claimed 
for it. I consider it the best machine on 
the market for the money." 

\V. w. WILLIAMSON , President, 
The Virginia State Bank, 

Danville, Virginia. 

"I am getting some very good 'dividends' 
myself from the Chalmers '30' which I 
have now had for nearly six months. It 
gives me no trouble, and general satisfac­
tion all around." 

E. G. FRENCH, Vice-President and Engineer, 
Arkwright Mutual Fire Insurance Co., 

Boston, Mass. 

"I feel prompted to write to you my 
opinion in regard to the new 1910 car I 
purchased from you last November. I have 
just completed a run of 2,500 miles, 800 of 
which were in the State of Michigan, up 
hills and through deep sand, and have 
always .found _;he car ready to go without 
any hesitancy. 

L. H. GRIMME, Cashier, 
The National City Bank of Chicago, 

Chicago, Ill. 

"I have nothing but hymns of praise to 
sing in behalf of the Chalmers '30'." 

C. 0. BAXTER, President, 
Carter Carburetor Company, 

St. Louis, Mo. 

"I want to say to you that the Chalmers 
'30' is the nicest and easiest car made for 
a lady to handle. I have driven my car 
6,ooo miles since February. The engine 
is giving no trouble and today runs smooth­
er and better than at first." 

MRS. c. A. WEISS, 
410 Ferry Street, 

Decatur, Ala. 

"I want to thank you for selling me 
such a good car. It certainly is the sweet­
est running car I ever saw. I go any and 
everywhere in it and at all times and in 
all conditions of weather and it has never 
faltered or given me the slightest trouble. 
This, coming from a steamer crank, one 

that a few weeks since knew that there was 
no other car than the steamer, may be t aken 
for what it is worth. . Above all, the 
Chalmers '30' is the car of cars. I have 
the best car in the country." 

}. 0. LONG, 
Sheriff of Walker County, 

Alabama. 

"I have driven my Chalmers 'Forty' 
5,500 miles and have never been compelled 
to stop on the road for any repair or for 
;rny tinkering. My total repair bill has 
been $1." 

HARRY LOCKWOOD, Attorney, 
Detroit, Mich . 

"I notice you mention a new carburetor 
in your ad. which you say is more economi­
cal than the one used on the I 909 and 19 IO 
cars. What better can you ask than an 
average of 15 5-10 miles per gallon, which 
is my record with my 1909 '30' so far this 
season. Our roads are no cinch. I am 
nearing the 10,000 mile mark and my car 
runs just as well now as it did in the begin­
ning. Your car is all that you claim for 
it and some more." 

WILLIAM LABOMBARD, 
Rutland, Vt. 

"I have been expecting to need some 
repair parts to draw against this account, 
but the fact is that I have not needed any. 
I could not ask for better success than I 
have had with my car." 

GEORGE F. HARDY, 
Mill Architect and Hydraulic Engineer, 

309 Broadway, New York City. 

"I completed a run from Boston into 
Pennsylvania, striking ten days of rainv 
weather. No adjustment or stop was nec­
essary from start to finish, which I think is 
a very good record for a car carrying fi ve 
passengers with luggage. I made 163 miles 
on exactly eleven gallons of gasoline by 
measure, over Massachusetts and Connecti­
cut roads." 

R. W. MORRILL, Treasurer and Manager, 
India Food Company, 

BOi;ton, Mass. 
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"I wish to thank the Chalmers Motor 
Company for the treatment I received from 
them in overhauling my 1909 Chalmers 
'30' touring car; also for the interest they 
have taken in myself as well as the car. 
My car has gone up to date, over 23,000 
miles and has traveled in 14 different states 
over the worst kind of roads over the moun­
tains. It has always been on the job and 
today it runs as smoothly as any car I 
know. I make my trips rain or shine, and 
usually carry extra passengers. As sales­
man for the Iowa Paint Manufacturing 
Co., and the Cantlose Spout Can Co., I 
cannot spare my car. I expect to cover a 
great deal of territory in North and South 
Dakota and Minnesota before snow falls." 

A. C. BOGGS, JR., 
Fort Dodge, Iowa. 

" I have just finished 4,250 miles in Eng­
land , Scotland, Ireland and Wales with 
the little car you sent me here. Not one 
repair part was needed but I want you to 
sh ip me at once a set of rear brake bands, 
mine having been worn out on the excessive 
grades. (One to every ten miles.) I had 
to alternate so much that my rear brake 
bands are considerably worn." 

HERBERT MATHEWS, 
Northwestern Hotel , 

. Liverpool, Eng. 
( Home address, Cleveland, Ohio.) 

"Well, my Chalmers reached Madison, 
Wis., this evening (August 13) after run­
ning over 800 miles without being touched 
with a wrench. We came over some awful 
roads; hills that went straight up and then 
straight down again; sand and dust from 
six to twelve inches deep. Have averaged 
six gallons of gasoline to 100 miles over 
the hills and through the sand. I think my 
machine is making a great record on this 
trip considering the country we have trav­
eled over." 

W. A. MORRIS, Attorney, 
Redfield, South Dak. 

"I am glad that you gave the gentleman 
my name as a reference as I will be pleased 
to tell him about the Chalmers '30' car 
and of my experience with it which. 
by the way, has been most enjoyable. I 
am sure that if he buys a Chalmers '30' he 
v.rill come to regard it as I do-an insep­
arable, agreeable, sympathetic and almost 
intuitive companion, always ready to go and 

to keep going. It will please me to take 
the gentleman for a ride in my car at any 
time that suits his convenience and I am 
sure that the car will 'speak' for itself as 
it always does, especially when 'droning at 
a resonant 40 an hour.' " 

JOSEPH TRACY, 
Consulting Automobile Engineer, 

116 West 39th Street, New York City. 

"Having just returned home from a 
three weeks' tour in my Chalmers '30' I 
wish to tell you what we think of the 
Chalmers. Our party started from Buffalo, 
August 1, 1910, for Wilmington, Del., 
traveling through Rochester, Binghamton, 
Scranton, Delaware Water Gap and the 
Pocantico Hills to Philadelphia, and from 
there to Wilmington. We climbed some 
mountain roads which the farmers said 
very few autos ever climbed without the 
aid of horses. Our Chalmers, with four 
people, went up, never once refusing and 
never once missing fire. We made 609 
miles in 48 hours running time. I can­
not praise the Chalmers too highly, for it 
never once refused to go where directed." 

WALTER E. SCHAEFER, 
36 Dorchester Road, 

Buffalo, N. Y. 

"Our little Chalmers has been in con­
stant use since we received it last April. It 
has covered over 5,000 miles of l\/Iarin, 

. Sonoma Lake and Mendocino County roads, 
most of them being very mountainous. I 
would not exchange our car for any other 
make, large or small, that I have seen." 

JOSEPH F. McCAUGHERN, 
San Francisco, Calif. 

"I have had a Chalmers '30' for about 
ten months. During this time I have run 
it about 3,500 miles, part of the time over 
some very rough mountain roads. During 
all this time I have had to stop on the road 
only once and that to replace a burnt-out 
spark plug which I had bought myself. 
The machine runs now just as well as the 
day it was first put in commission. On our 
recent trip to Yosemite, after pulling up a 
six-mile grade 'on the low' through dust 
and over rocks, Mrs. Dougherty exclaimed: 
'If it were only smaller I would hug it.' 
So thought we all." 

A. J. DOUGHERTY, Captain, 
Thirtieth United States Infantry, Presidio, 

San Francisco, Calif. 
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400 Miles a Day on Tour 
From Cleveland, Ohio, to Bridgeport, 

Conn., at the rate of 400 miles a day, is the 
record uf Conrad Bullard, of Bridgeport, 
in a Chalmers "Forty." 

Mr. Bullard, accompanied by Mr. John 
Olson, also of Bridgeport, left Cleveland at 
7 o'clock the morning of August I6, and 
reached Syracuse, N. Y., a distance of 
350 miles, at I A. M. the next day. Leav­
ing Syracuse at IO :30 A. M. August I 7, 
they arrived at Pittsfield, Mass., a distance 
of 200 miles, at 9 :20 that evening. The 
run was continued at 8 o'clock the follow­
ing morning and the run of I IO miles from 
Pittsfield to Bridgeport was completed in 
three hours. 

When the Chalmers "Forty" reached 
Bridgeport it was so covered with tar from 

Conrad Bullard and John Olson in the former's 
Chalmers "Forty." 

the oiled roads that it was almost impossi­
ble to tell its original color. The car 
reached Bridgeport in excellent condition 
and without adjustment. 

Chalmers Cars in Cleveland Reliability Run 

Two Chalmers "30's" played conspicuous parts in the recent three-day re liability run in Cleveland , Ohio. 
One was driven by Mr. John Stambaugh. an amateur of the Forest City: th e other was the official checking 
cnr drive n by Mr. Mr. E. B. Finch, a C le veland representative of the Chalmers Motor Company. 

This official car was the same one which laid out the route for the 1910 Glidden tour and then went through 
the tour as a contestant. ""Old Reliable the Second," they call it now. for the official Pathfinder and Glidden 
tour car is getting pretty nearly as great a r eputation for endurance as the famous ''Old Re1iable" which made 
the pathfinding trip from Denver to Me xico C ity. 

In the C leve land run "Old R e liable the Second" had to check out a ll contesting cars in the morning, being 
the last car to leave. Then Mr. Finch would "beat it" out on to the road with the official checker so that he 
could get to the night control first and check in the contestants. The run was a three-day affair and on two of 
these days the Chalmers "30" was the first car in. On the other day it reached the night control among the leaders. 

The upper pictures show "Old Reliable the Second" and E. B. Finch. who drove it; in the lower is Mr. 
Stambaull"h in his car. 



Speaker-Hines l' ress 
Detroit, Mich . 

This stands for all any one can want in 
a motor car 

"On the Radiator" 
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