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CHALMERS 
 AUTOMOBILE                                                                                                                                 

REGISTRY 

    The Chalmers Automobile Registry is dedicated to founder 

                       David Chalmers Hammond (1939-2006)                                                                           
  
 
David Chalmers Hammond, 67, founder of the Chalmers Automobile Registry (CAR) and author of the  
Book “Hugh Chalmers:  The Man and His Car”, passed away at Abington Hospital on June 8, 2006. 

                                          
Dave was born in Detroit, MI. on March 23, 1939 and grew up in 
nearby Gross Pointe Farms.  As a boy, Dave gained an appreciation of 
cars and engineering from his father, E. P. Hammond, who helped 
develop one of the first power steering systems for automobiles while 
employed at the Gemmer Manufacturing Co., and also from his 
grandfather, Hugh Chalmers the president and founder of the Chalmers 
Automobile Company. 
 
After graduating from Gross Pointe High School in 1957, Dave 
attended Michigan Tech University where he was a member of Sigma 
Rho fraternity and the ski team.  He received his B.S. Degree in 
Electrical Engineering in 1962, and was commissioned in the U.S. 
Navy from Officer Candidate School in Newport, RI. While Dave was 

on active duty he worked at the Naval Air Development Center (NADC) in Warminster Pennsylvania 
developing and testing new air deployed sonar systems (sonobuoys).  After his active duty service was 
completed, Dave worked for Philco Ford designing various electronic systems; however, he soon felt 
drawn to government service again, and in 1974 he rejoined his colleagues at NADC as a civilian.  Dave 
worked the next 30 years for the Navy as a project engineer and program manager.  He was instrumental 
in the development and testing of several sonobuoy systems that were used by the Navy during the cold 
war to track and collect vital data from Russian submarines.   
 
Dave enjoyed woodworking, skiing, canoeing and especially spending time with his family in his house 
in the Pocono’s.  After retirement from government service Dave dedicated much of his time to 
researching and writing a book about his grandfather, Hugh Chalmers.  The resulting book, “Hugh 
Chalmers:  The Man and His Car”, was published in January 2006. 
 
Dave is survived and sorely missed by his wife of 40 years, Ruth, his sons Dave and Joe, daughter-in-
laws Gerri and Amy, granddaughter Rachel, grandson Ethan, brothers Ted and Mike, sister Meg, and 
many nieces, nephews, cousins, and in-laws. 
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Editors Notes and Mail                                             
Well, what a busy summer.  Hope you have been running your cars.  Put June 2008 on your calendar.  
We will celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Chalmers.  It will be in the Detroit area, if you would like 
to help or have an idea contact me.  I already have Henry Sorensen on my list of helpers.  As the details 
come together, we will pass them along.  I still have only had about half of the listed cars pay the dues.  
Al Shaw suggested that I include a bill.  If there is a bill in this newsletter your dues are due.  Welcome 
to new member Rob DuBois who is restoring a 1920 model 35A 5 passenger touring.   Rob is Bob 
DuBois #9 son.   Editor                                                  
Here are some of the letters or e-mails I received in the last year.  From now on they will be in the next 
issue. 
 
Joe:  
I think that a tour in the area would be a good idea, possibly in conjunction with the 100th anniversary of 
Chalmers.   As I understand the corporate history that would be in mid to late 2007.  I could arrange tours of the 
new  
Chrysler museum and possibly a tour of the Chrysler Archives.  I had the opportunity to get into the archives 
about 12 years ago and I was able to find minutes of some meeting that was chaired by Hugh Chalmers.  I had 
just purchased my Chalmers and found it to be real exciting.   The Chrysler Corporation still owns the property 
where the original Chalmers plant stood but they tore the old plant down about 15-20 years ago. 
Henry Sorensen 
Editors Note: I didn't think of the 100th Anniversary.  That is a great idea.  Dave’s book list 1908 Model C "Forty" 
as the first car.  That would be 2 years to get things together. 
 
Joe 
I own a 23 Chalmers sport touring that has been “trucked” I’ve been working on for the past 6 years.  At 
present my biggest goal is that it runs has been realized.  The performance of this car was a pleasant 
surprise to say the least.  It’s too bad Chalmers quit just as they had developed a real performance car of 
the era.  My car has Kelsey disc wheels with removable rims, very hard to find.  I purchased 3 from a 23 
roadster owner in Michigan.  Thank you, Wayne Kucks. It had taken him 10 years to find these 3.  My 
car is serial #Y5523W.  At the present time, with Bob DuBois help I have most of the rear body wood 
done.  My ideal solution for the missing sheet metal will be to find a rear body section.  If that does not 
materialize than my fallback plan is hammer and dolly.  I will be sending my dues. 
Best Regards 
Alan Maris  #56 
PS I knew about the existence of this car for 30 years before buying it at an estate sale.  It had been 
located 2 mile from where I live.  It took me 4 hours to get it out of the dirt floored garage it had been 
stored in. 
Editors Note:  Who can help with the rear body? 
 
Hey Joe has anyone got a paint color brochure (original paint color choices and tone options) for the 
Chalmers production years 1916,1917,1918?  It sure would be nice to scan one in and add it to the web 
site.  It seems many of the old advertisements have neat colors on the vehicle, but did they actually offer 
those colors? 
I am in the process of completing the restoration story of our 1917 Model 35B 7 Passenger Touring.  I 
will get you the story and pictures soon.   Greg Senn #79 
 
Editors Note:  I have a few ads 1916-1917 from the Saturday Evening Post. #1 two tone  brown, and #2 
pink (surely there were no pinks cars).  #3 shows a light green roadster with green hood; ad states colors 
Touring car and roadster are oriford maroon or meteor blue with black hood.  Cabriolet oriford maroon 
or valentine green with hood to match or meteor blue with black hood.  #4 shows a yellow touring with 
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yellow hood and fenders, ad states touring and roadster meteor blue, oriford maroon with a gold stripe.  
See the ad on page 5.  You can not tell, but this is the pink ad. 
Joe 
My main interest for now is to get the 1913 Chalmers Model 17 back on the road.  The main problem so 
far is the Kellogg air compressor which has disintegrated.  Crankshaft, connecting rods and cylinder 
head are all that can be save.  I have ads running for replacement parts or a whole one.  I am also 
desperately in need of a handbook for the car.  If any members have any thoughts on this they are 
welcome to contacts me.  Many Thanks.  Peter Young #83 
Editors Note: Can anyone help with parts or a handbook or a copy? 
 

                   
 
Joe 
I just got my latest newsletter this weekend and I am sending in my dues tomorrow. I was very interested in the 
cover story about Mike Morris's 1912 Chalmers. In the write up Mike mentions that the previous owner was 
George Jensen. Well, I own a 1910 Chalmers Detroit Model K30 that was also owned by George Jensen. I am 
told that he did the restoration in the late fifties and sold it to a Mr. Richard Mitchell in the early sixties. 
Dick Mitchell, also lived in California and drove the car on many tours in that area until he became terminally ill 
and sold the car to the family I bought it from. They lived in Salt Lake City Utah. I don't know any history for my 
car prior to George Jensen. I would like to. Hopefully one of our members might be able to share some 
information.  
  
The car is still sporting the restoration that Mr. Jensen did and it must have been superb for 1959 because it is still 
very nice. The quality of the restoration is apparent. Here are a couple of photos of the car for our readers.  
  
Keep up the good work 
 
Regards..........Paul Ianuario, Sr. 
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                     1910 Chalmers Detroit Model K30 
 

 
Joe,  
It is about time that I send you some pictures of my Chalmers Model '30' that I have own for about a month. This 
car is considered a 1911, as it is designated a model 'M' on the fire wall plate and on various parts of the car. 
Even though the casting date on the engine is 8/25/10 and the original invoice for delivery is dated December 1, 
1910, it is still a 1911 model.  
Its car number is 1589 and the original owner was F. (?) B. Mathews of Selma California, near Fresno. The price 
FOB Fresno was $1650. Options included $100 for lamps, $100 for the top, and $50 for the ‘Glass Front’ 
(windshield) for a total of $1900.  Not listed on the invoice but on the car are the extra tire, speedometer and trunk 
rack. The car was found and restored by someone named 'Petri' in the 1960's. I have no other information or 
photos before restoration.  Mr. Petri put the car up for auction in 1974 in Los Angeles and it was bought by 
Holman Grigsby of Portola Valley, CA, near San Francisco. Mr. Grigsby attempted to drive the car home from Los 
Angeles to Portola Valley, but within 50 miles, the engine catastrophically blew up. The pistons struck the top of 
the cylinder block and broke the block off of the crankcase. Mr. Petri had put eccentric wrist pin bushings on the 
engine to try to raise the compression and the bushings slipped causing the pistons to strike the top of the 
cylinder head.  The engine was successfully repaired and rebuilt and in about 1979 the car was sold to Joel 
Pencer of Saratoga, CA from whom I bought the car. Joel drove the car extensively on many tours for about 
twenty years with great success. Local HCCA members remember this car well and speak of its excellent 
performance. The car appears to be quite correct with the exception of the modern carburetor, the modern fan 
belt, the tire valve stem covers, and the horn. All of the metal brackets and hardware on the body appear to be 
original including the gas tank.  However all of the wood looks new and is very well done. It is my intention to drive 
the car on tours. 
The general consensus of the Chalmers Model '30' is that it has few if any weaknesses compared to other early 
cars. The engine is blessed with an excellent dual sparkplug ignition system for easy starting, an effective water 
pump and radiator, a very strong bottom end and adequate oiling by plunger pump. The brakes work rather well 
and the power is good and speed fair as it is not a small car. My best friend has a recently purchased Maxwell 
model ‘I’ of 1911 and we have had a chance to drive each other's cars. The Maxwell engine is a 4”x4” T head 
whereas the Chalmers is a 4”x4 ½”  F head. The Maxwell is zippy as it weighs considerably less and is shorter in 
wheelbase by ten inches. The Chalmers is stately in going. Like the Maxwell, the Chalmers has a single pedal for 
both clutch and brake, which takes some getting used to for the modern driver. The multiple disc wet clutch 
causes some problems for some owners with various kinds of oils used to make it release or not slip. A favorite is 
half 30 weight and half kerosene, although one owner reports that this lasts only three days of touring.  No doubt I 
will be experimenting.  Well, I hope I have not spread too much misinformation about the Chalmers ‘30’. Needless 
to say, I am thrilled to own it. I will be scanning the pages of my user’s manual and original photos of the car when 
new as well as the invoice. 
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Best regards 
Brian Harlamoff 
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                                                              Classified 

The Chalmers Automobile Registry Classified listing is intended as a service for members to advertise Chalmers cars and parts        
that are for sale and /or wanted.  Non members contact Registry for rates.  Listing will be for 6 months and can be extended by 
contacting the Registry.  Please contact the Registry regarding items that should no longer be listed.  ChalmersRegistry@aol.com       
or Joe Alackness 908 2nd Ave., Royersford, PA. 19468 

                                                                           For Sale                                                                 

 

For Sale 
White Chalmers Golf Shirts, Stedman by Hanes with Chalmers Emblem on pocket. 
Sizes XLarge (46-48), Large (42-44).  $20 includes shipping in US.  Make check   
payable to Joe Alackness and mail to Joe Alackness 908 2nd Ave. Royersford, PA. 
19468 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

“Hugh Chalmers: The Man and His Car” the book by Dave Hammond $25 
plus $7.00 Priority Mail or $3.50 Media Mail shipping and handling.  Make 
check payable to Ruth Hammond and mail to 110 Sourwood Dr. Hatboro, 
PA. 19040 

                                                     Wanted 
Wanted         Windshield assembly for 1920/1921 Touring Bob Du Bois   #9 
Wanted         Right rear axle (I think both are the same), speedometer cable, and a generator for a       
                      1915 Model 32 6-40 Lee Lemens #48                         
Wanted         1908-1911 Chalmers Joe Alackness 610-948-1326   #16 
Wanted         Footrest for the rear of a touring car see picture below.   Joe Alackness 610-948-1326    
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